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October 17 in brief 
 

“Wherever men and women are condemned to live in extreme 
poverty, human rights are violated. To come together to ensure 

that these rights are respected is our solemn duty.” 
 Joseph Wresinski, October 17, 1987. 

 
 
“October 17 is a special day 
for us, poor people to become 
aware that we are an integral 
part of society. It is a time to 
dare say things in a very 
special way. The first October 
17th, you take one step, the 
next October 17th, you take a 
step and a half. People want to 
hear what we have to say, and 
show solidarity in their own 
way; they feel that what we 
have to say concerns them.” 

Yvette. 
 
 “If people get involved on 
October 17th, they have to give 
us a helping hand but not take 
our place, otherwise they’ll 
make us feel that we’re not 
capable.” 

Madeleine. 
 
“We wake up in the morning 
and we know that it’s our day, 
a day during which the poor 
are proud. When we march in 
silence, it is to say that we are 
fed up with talking and not 
being heard. But if we’re 
together, we say to ourselves 
that other people will bring 
new persons.” 

Céline. 

 
History of the day 
On October 17th, 1987, Father Joseph Wresinski, who was himself 
born in a very poor family and was the founder of the International 
Movement ATD Fourth World, inaugurated a Commemorative 
Stone, in Paris, in honor of the victims of extreme poverty, at the 
place where the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed 
in 1948. On that day, 100,000 defenders of Human Rights from all 
backgrounds and beliefs confirmed that: 
- Extreme poverty is not inevitable. 
- People who live in extreme poverty are the first to refuse this 
condition. 
- It is everyone’s duty to unite to destroy extreme poverty. 
 
October 17 became the World Day to Overcome Extreme 
Poverty. 
 
In 1992, after the mobilization of poor people and their friends in 
four continents, the United Nations officially recognized this day. 
Since that date, reproductions of the Commemorative Stone in Paris 
were inaugurated around world. There are replicas in Rouyn-
Noranda (1993), the United Nations in New York City (1996), 
Thetford-Mines (1997), and Sherbrooke (2003). In Québec, over 
200 community, religious, trade union and Human Rights 
organizations unite their efforts to celebrate this day. 
 
Objectives of the day 
October 17 is a day during which poor people from all countries can 
speak out, with their own words and ideas, to make known the daily 
struggles they carry out with others in order to get out of poverty 
and fully participate in social, cultural and economic life. 
Therefore, it is not a day to “help the poor”, but a privileged time to 
pay homage to the courage of people who face poverty. It is a day to 
affirm that poor people are irreplaceable partners in the eradication 
of poverty, a day of pride, hope and dignity during which those who 
refuse extreme poverty and exclusion come together as equals. 
Indeed, October 17th is a day that changes our out-look and our way 
of thinking, deciding and acting with people who experience poverty 
throughout the year. 
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“This march made all the 
poverty in me cry out. It 
made me reflect on the 
poverty of others. This march 
must be peaceful to open the 
hearts of people. The power 
of the march resides in its 
silence.” 

Gaétan. 
 
 
 “It was my first time  
participating. I was shy in the 
beginning. I always refused 
to acknowledge that I was a 
person living in poverty. I 
learned many tricks to hide 
that I was someone 
depending on welfare. When 
we started to walk slowly in 
silence, I forgot my shyness. I 
was impressed by the sadness 
and the seriousness of the 
marchers. I collected my 
thoughts and I wished a 
better future for my 
daughters and myself. This 
gave me courage.” 

Denise. 
 
 
 
“On October 17th, I 
participated in the march. I 
was pleased to see that many 
people are aware of poverty. 
I did not do that to be seen. I 
did it for all the children who 
need to have toys, have 
enough to eat and have a life 
like other children.” 

Josyane, 11years old. 
 

Excluded people at the heart of our initiative 
Individuals and groups who are organizing different events are 
concerned that people living in poverty be active participants in the 
planning, organization and evaluation of the day, instead of being 
only guests. The poorest are most often forced to live in shame. This 
day should enable them to show their dignity and to free themselves 
from dependence on public or private assistance.  
Therefore, organizers of gatherings aim to give as many people as 
possible the opportunity to contribute, in one way or another, to the 
success of this day, whether by raising awareness in the 
neighborhood, welcoming the public and media, preparing a 
community supper, fitting-out a hall, or organizing marches, 
testimonies, workshops, fiestas etc… 
When people living in difficult conditions have the chance to 
participate and express their point of view, they start to invite their 
children, neighbors and other people even more isolated than 
themselves. 
 
 
A World Day to make rights respected for all 
In more than 55 countries all over the world, common initiatives are 
taken with groups who want to eliminate poverty, as at the United 
Nations in New York City; in Manila, the Philippines; in Cusco, 
Peru; in Manega, Burkina Faso; and in Madrid, Spain. 
All those who desire to get involved alongside the poorest people 
commit themselves, or renew their commitment, to fight together 
against poverty with those who live in it. Unity in our country and in 
the world is integral to ensuring that Human Rights are respected. 
 
 
Initiatives throughout Canada for a world without 
poverty 
 
In Canada, the same each year, thousands of persons through the 
mobilization of hundreds of groups, will come together for 
meetings, culture and silent marches. In 2004, this happened in more 
than 35 places, in Alberta, British-Columbia, New-Brunswick 
Ontario, and Quebec (See page 5). 
 
Marches may stop in significant places in the history of the poor or 
in front of organizations who are in solidarity with the poorest. They 
are in silence to pay homage to those who never have the 
opportunity to speak out. They most often end with a party of 
solidarity with artists who support people who lead hard lives. At 
the heart of these gatherings, testimonies are made to highlight the 
daily gestures of poor families against exclusion, alone and with 
others. 
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“The act of marching in 
silence helps us understand 
to what degree silence is 
present in the loneliness of 
poor people.” 

Annie. 
 
 
 
 
 
“On October 17th, I saw that 
we were not alone in 
rejecting extreme poverty. I 
saw old people coming out of 
their homes, I saw many 
young people, even though it 
was cold that evening.” 

Jean-Guy.  
 
 
 
 
“When I bore witness of the 
daily reality of the poor, I 
saw eyes lighting up and ears 
being opened.” 

Therese. 
 
 
 
 
“In our school, we wrote our 
messages on large paper 
candles that went around our 
classrooms. Each flame 
represented the courage of 
the poor and a firm NO to 
poverty.” 

John. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2005, many organizations and networks are joining their efforts to 
this World day  : 
The National Anti-Poverty Organization and the Make Poverty 
History Campaign are organizing events on October 17 in a number 
of cities across the country to honour and hear from those living in 
poverty and draw attention to the Canadian poverty elimination 
demands of the Make Poverty History campaign, symbolized by a 
white band (www.makepovertyhistory.ca). 
 
The  World March of Women Committee is organizing 
noon hour vigils in a number of cities as part of his 24 hours of 
Feminist Solidarity global action. For more information and 
a copy of the 24 Hours of Feminist Solidarity flyer go to: 
http://www.marchemondiale.org/en/ 
 
Testimonies as an impetus to act together 
Testimonies are at the heart of gatherings and require a lot of 
preparation. We try to avoid, as much as possible, individual 
testimonies so as not to weaken people for whom talking about 
intimate life publicly will not bring any significant changes. We find 
it easier to prepare a collective testimony from individual 
testimonies in the form of “I bear witness to the courage of isolated 
families in my neighborhood who...” or “Together, we have taken 
such action to reject such an unacceptable situation...” 
 
Symbolic gestures that speak to the world 
In 1996, on the eve of the Socio-economic Summit, marchers 
offered bread,  a symbol of labor and pride. In 1997, we marched in 
silence with candles symbolizing the hope to pass from darkness to 
light. In 1999, in Rouyn-Noranda, chains were put down at the foot 
of the commemorative plaque in honor of the victims of poverty, 
pointing out that if slavery was abolished, so too can poverty be 
eradicated. In 2002, each participant was invited to make eye glasses 
for, together, we change our out-look. 
In 2004, silhouettes were made and displayed in order to give a 
voice to those who were not able to attend. 
 
With children, let us create “October 17” every month 
In schools, more and more children are concerned about the life and 
expectations of poor people and are trying to find out how they can 
act by themselves. In 2003 and 2004, many thousands of children 
participated in the citizenship-awakening initiative which we 
proposed. This year, we encourage children to come together to 
create an “October 17” every month, starting from the 17th October 
and ending on June 17th. Through different themes, children will try 
together to answer the question: “What did we do this month to 
develop harmony, friendship and peace?” An activity sheet has been 
prepared for this subject. It is available in French-soon, in English, 
and can be downloaded from the Internet (www.oct17.org.) 

Rachel Cote
Note
Accepted set by Rachel Cote

Rachel Cote
Note
Rejected set by Rachel Cote
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How can we meet the amazing 
challenge of inviting everybody 
who wishes to celebrate October 
17th, with his own invention and 
initiative, while remaining 
faithful to the spirit and the 
history of the day? 
-By recalling the history of this 
day, coming from the initiative of 
the poorest, in documents, 
invitations, and gatherings. 
-By honoring victims of extreme 
poverty by reading the text of the 
Commemorative Plaque on the 
Trocadero Plaza, in Paris and the 
"Verses to the glory of Fourth world".  
-By re-asserting the necessity of 
constantly seeking out those who 
are still absent because they are too 
overwhelmed by extreme poverty. 
- By giving priority during this day 
to the foremost defenders of 
human rights who are individuals 
and families living in extreme 
poverty, by supporting their active 
participation and by putting their 
words and their testimonies at the 
heart of our initiatives.  
- By making this day a day of 
peace during which everyone 
“will put down his weapons” to 
unite around the poorest who, 
throughout the world, are the first 
victims of hunger and violence, 
and by abstaining from all show 
of force. 
- By providing opportunities for 
genuine meetings between 
people who live in poverty, 
people who have experience in 
combating poverty and other 
citizens around a common will to 
reject extreme poverty. 
- By organizing events in places 
that bear witness to the history 
of humanity and to the often 
ignored history of the poorest, in 
significant places where they 
lived and worked. 

 
Suggestions for October 17, 2005: 

World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty 
“Together, we go further” 

 
The first people to struggle against poverty, for themselves and 
for those close the them, are those who live in it. However, 
struggling alone or isolated, people living in poverty become 
exhausted. This is why we are convinced that by coming 
together we will be able to eradicate poverty and misery. This 
is the deep significance of this day: whoever we are, we 
commit and act against poverty with the persons who live it, 
thereby uniting to make human rights respected.  
 
Let as many people as possible meet and let those who fight 
daily against poverty speak out so that we better understand 
their lives and become stronger in our commitment to eradicate 
poverty.  
 
Let us invite our fellow citizens and our elected officials to 
come and listen, to take note of what people do to combat this 
unacceptable poverty that destroys many adults, young people 
and infants, day after day. 
 
Initiatives are already taken in different places: 
- During the whole year, groups meet to prepare the next 
October 17th and also to search, think, decide and act with 
people who live in poverty: Together, we go further! 
- Make a link with the Make Poverty History Campaign and 
the Canadian World March Comittee (see page2). 
 
A symbolic act that speaks to the world: silhouettes. 
By the use of silhouettes (see technique card attached) that 
symbolize all the people who reject poverty, we will thus 
express our will to give a voice to people and families who live 
in poverty. We also remember those whose lives are so 
difficult that they do not even dare get out of their homes or 
speak publicly.   
 
We are looking forward to receive your initiatives for October 
17th. 
In the case that you would like to discuss what you are 
preparing, do not hesitate to contact us: 
October 17th committee at: (514) 279-0468 or 
atdcanada@qc.aira.com            www.oct17.org  
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Answer-letter to be returned to: 
 
October 17 committee – ATD Fourth World 
6747 Drolet                                                       Fax: (514) 279-7759 
Montreal, QC  H2S 2T1                                    Email: atdcanada@qc.aira.com 
                    
Name of organization:     …………………………………………………………. 
Person to contact:            ………………………………………………..……….. 
Full address:                    ………………………………………………………… 
Telephone: ……………….          Fax:……………….. 
Email: ……………………. 
 
 
We support October 17, the World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty and we plan to do the following: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….. 
 
• We would like to receive posters with the color logo of the day (11`x 17`)            number 
         3 posters for 1$ or 20 posters for 5$          …….                                                                                    
          
 
•  We would like to receive the activity kit Creating October 17th every month 
     in order to help children build friendships, harmony, and peace around them. ….…. 

(Contribution  is 2$ per kit. You can make supplementary photocopies) 
(You can download from www.oct17.org). 

•  We would like to receive: 
         • A representation file of October 17                                                                                     ..………. 
            (Including this document and other reference texts).
                                                                                                                                       Total cost:  .………. 
 
Send us what we have ordered ( we add postage fees) :  
 
We hope that financial problems will not prevent you from organizing activities for 
October 17th. If you have any problems of that kind, please let us know. 
• We want to be informed of the process      ………… 
• We want to make a voluntary contribution for 
   the organization of the 17th October:                     …………$ 
• We send a message of support, a testimony for the World day (at the back of this page 
or on a separate sheet). 
 
 
 
  World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty 2005  supported by : 
 
 
www.atdfourthworld.ca  www.makepovertyhistory.ca         www.napo-onap.ca  www.marchemondiale.org/en/  




